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1 houſeeſt Brother, how many 1 houſanas of Je > the re are whith 
belreve, and they are all Zealous of the Law. | And they ave 
irfo formed of" thee, that thou teacheſt all the J+ Ms which arc 

| amono t- > Gentil _ tof 2rſake ! foles. Do th: [fore thu that 

we [ay unto the, that all may know that thoſe| things wheve- 
of thiy are inform'd concerning thee, are-nothin? ; bat that 
thou thy (Af a! walkeſt Orderly, ana heepe /t the Lev. 
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To thoſe Two 7 


Worthy Citizens, 


Who Shall be..: 


CHOSEN 

Sheriffs of _ 

For the YEAR 1682. 
Hether u Cup of Wine drunk by the Land 


Mayor, or the Votes of a Common-FHall, | 
according to the C | YR ſhall have bs Preheminence 
to make a Sheriff of this City, it is but a few Weeks 
or Days (it 1s like) will bring into Tryal. This Pa- 
per does ſuppoſe ſuch an Elefion : and it is the great 
drficulty onely, as to the holding Sheriffs in point T 
Conſcience when Elefed, that 1s here concerned. W, 
Dedicate theſe Sheets therefore beforehand, to thoſe 
who ſhall be ſallicited ta be Candidates, for their 
Premedit atMn, and after to the Choſen. The Rea- 
fons from the beginning, for Printing this Caſe, are 
as follows. 

1. To take the Oath, and Subſcribe the Declara- 
tion in the literal ſtrift C ; =, appears, in our 


2. | ud _— 


I cv m=—_ 


judgment; unlawful ; and anſcpreill unleſs by 
ſome means or other the ſenſe be made publick in which 
a man does take them, (and that ſenſe alſo be juſtifia- 
ble) he muſt forbear. _ 

2. The Declaration 7s againſt the thafemces of 
the Nonconformiſts'in general, inſomuch as ſome 
Men who took the Oath, cannot. ſubſeribe the Decla- 
ration ; and for any Conſctencious Men therefore to 
do it n2w,and not declare their Reaſqys of Satrsfa$1- 
on, were! to Sin agaimſt the Brethren I they own 
the % or to diſclaim them. 

By doing this, a Man ſhall give otcaſe ron to 0- 
"9. to follow his Example, and if he preſent them 
nt in his Grounds or Reaſons, thoſe that follow ſhall 
do it without the ſame Reaſons, and through his 
knowledge ſhall ſuch periſh. But when ye ſin 
{o againſt the Brethren, and wound their 
weak. Conſciences, ye fin againſt Chriſt. 

4. The Epiſcopal Party are generally apt to think 
the Nonconformiſts to be Hypocrites;and Knaves, 
_ and ſay,” Theſe Men refuſe theſe Injunfions out of 
humour , or for their profit, but they will ſwalloy 
Mem as Wo I! as We for goeanralng | Advantage. 
[f any conſiderate Men therefore . i1] Swear and 
Declare, and not ive us ſome rational Account 0 
z7hat they dd, (97 F ome others for them) they muSt net 
only wrong themſelves,, but the whole Generation of 
fJuch Men, and cauſe the Name of God (in regard 
#3 them) to be Blaſphemed. Wo The 
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The Firſt Sheet, 
Being The 


SHERIFES 
CASH 


Whether, and How they may 
Lawfully Qualitie Themſdlves| for their 
Holding : the Office, according to the At 


for Corporations. 


N this Att there are Two things impoſed, An Oath, and 

A Renunciation of the Covenant. And we muſt Jay 
down this * Rule at firſt, That all Impoſitions of our 
Superiours, mult be taken i in the Senſe and Meaning of F 
thoſe that Impoſe them : There need be no Slruple ell elle in | | 
Submiſſion to any thing enjoyned. The bottom 1s this ; The | | 
Law is the Wil! of the Lawgiver; and it is the Law '22ver's A F 
Afcaning, which 1s bis W111, howſoever the W or(ls of the Law 


is expreſſed, | 


* To this Rule, there is a double Extreme : The One 15 of thoſe who think, a 
Man muſt take every Impoſttion in the ſtrict literal Conſtru c10þ, and can ſubmit 
toit no otherwiſe, The Othe) ; is of ſuch who ſupp ole, that.if a Man can frame any 
Interpretation of his own that is but reaſonable, he may take the Words in | 
that = and bc fa tis: ed, The firſt of theſe i 1% {9 rig d, that there is nothi ing o Bt 
can be jmpoſed, but we ſhall ſtrain at it; _ the /aſt to looſe,|that nothing po mM. 6.221 


s; 
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(2) 
be impoſed, but we ſhall ſwallow it. The true Mediun is this, We muſt fit down, 
and conſider what we believe to be the Meaning of the Lawgiyer ; and if we can, 
ſubmit to an Impoſttion, in that Senſe or Meaning which we believe rheirs, we muſt 
doit; butifwebelicve their Sente to be ſuch, as we cannot take it in tht Senſe, we 
miſt forbear it, and ſuffer. Pray (ee more abont this Rule, in a Book eatituled, 4 
Pecerble Reſelution of Conſcience, touching 6ur Preſent Im?oſutions, Pag.121. to 126, 


Not that when we 4//t+442#//þ the Words and the Meanins, 
we do divide them. An 1rpoſirion mult be taken in the ve- 
ry Woras, and the Sexſe of the Horas, but the Sexfe of che 
Words maſt be the Meaning of the Lawgiver: Although there 
are Words ſometimes alio to be «nder/tooa, when 1t 15 appa- 
rent either from the Subject-matter, or trom other As 
where that Meaning is fully, or fuller declareii. The Law 
it ſelf now (we know) hath no Meanzg or Intention,, but 
the Lawgiver, or They that make it. The Parliament here is 
the Lawgiver, and this Oath then mult be taker, and Renun- 
ciation made in the Senſe and Meaning ot the Major Part of 
the Parliament Which palled the AF. \ 

Here we mult alſo premiſe thus much, Thar it is not for 
any Sheriff, Alderman, or any other Perſon upon whom this 
Oath is impoſed, (tor we muſt begin with T hat )to put a Meaz- 
tg of his Ow-upon it, which is to be taken only|in T herrs that 
patſed the Ac# ; but to conlider verily, what he believes to be 
that Meaning which isindee.i the Lawgivers. Notto tetermine 
neither and lay, This is the Meantng ; but to beable toſay, I 
* Believe this to be their x-canzrg, winch is necellary to every 
one that takes it, to determine tor humſelt, that he may act 
12 Faith in what he does, | 

* There is 1 Co:ut then js ſet up for every one in his onn Breaſt, Let h! ” go to his Conſcience, 
end ask, What thinks be really, as in the Preſence of God, if be could|as% the Impoſers of 
theſe things & whether it zs their Will, that he ſhou:d be of ancther mind, in theſe Particulars 
that creſs hs Afent, or leave bis Staticn ? If bis Conſcience tells him, it| is ve ily perſwa led, 
thet it was thei) Intention 'n the In'un:t'ongg be is to Honcur Godt in bys patient Suffering their 
Pleaſwe. But if b- js per ſwaded in bis Soul, that th's is utterly againſt their Wills (and mas), 

' and that the things he jcruples ar, or # he ſcruples then, mever came mt? their Minds unleſs to 
admit them, onely they pa-d them *. the groſs, n»ve” intending that they ſhoul 4 put a Barr in 
* Conſcience to any, and if he could as% them, he b{ eves they would cert:inly allow bm in 
them- Here he is (I ſupteſe) ro wut ſuch a Senſe or Meaning then upon the \In unction, as m.y be 
favourable to hs Scruples, ind y:ud it bys ſ,bmigion, Ex Lidro Pridit. P.. 125. 


(3) 

We muſt add, That when we ſay the Parirument 15 tio 
Lawgiver, we uncerltand by the Parliament, the| King, Loris 
and Commons; and conſequently, that the Senſt of the Law, 
(and fo of this Cath) mult be always that. Senſe, herein the 
Houſe of Lords © 1d eoncur with thefAdorſe of Commons, and 
the Kaze with Both. It there be any Senſe theretore ot an 
Inpoſition, which may be ſuppoſed to be the Mephning ot the 
Kino, and nor of the Houſes ; or of One of the Fojyfes, and not 
the Other ; or a lefſer.part of ezther Houſe's, and ngt the major: 
t1y of both; that Senſe mult be ttill Jookt on as|too narrow, 
and ought not to fcruple the Conſcience : the true Sen!e ob- 
liging the S6jett, being the concurrent Senſe of the Arne, 
Lords and Commyas, who as allembled joyntly to this end of 
Legiſlation, not Oze without the Orh:7, but all Three togc- 
ther as Oe Corporation (and not otherwiſe) are the Lawgiver, 
Neither is this fenſe to be collected, from = hrit floating 
Apprehenſions of any one, that moves a mattET ih the Hoyſe, 
but from the digeſted 'Thoughts of borh Houſes, atter a ma- 
ture Debate, and the thing hath thrice paſſed in them bo; 
{o that no Senſe of any Impoſition, but that which 1s agreable 
toReaſon, and|more e{pecially to the Fundamental Laws of 
the Conltitution, muſt be received as the * Meaning of a Par- 
lament ; the Reaſon being, becauſc the nature 9t the Con/tr. 
tntion 1s ſuch, as it cannot be infringed by an Act or Law tor 
the Adminiſtration. | | 


* When the Scripturc is ſaid not to be of private Interpretatiqn, fhe Meaning 
1:, that we muſt not put any Senſe of Man, upon it, let it be never {o realonable ; 
but we muſt ſtill take the Senſe of the Holy-Ghoſt, that 1n;ſpired it}; and if you ask, 
What 1s, or How ſhall we know what is the meaning of that Divine Author * The 
way 1s to compare one Text with another, and all with the Analqgy of Faith. and 
Oeconomy ef the Goſpel. We muſt fay the ſame of Laws. The ww iS not of Pri- 
vate Interpretation, but the Meaning of the Lawgiver : and if you abk, hoy wethall _ 
know thcir meaning, we ſay likewiſe by this (as one way), the comparing, one. 
Act with ather Acts, and all of them, by their Univerſal Conſent with' the Fun- 
damental Conſtitution. Sce Ibid, 125. : 
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This is a Note to be laid in here, that by and by will be 


needful : And thus much therefore farther, and no leſs being 
premiled, we-'proceed. 


By takiag A?as, Let us ſuppoſe the Sheriffs believe the Par- 
liament meant the railingan Army, or War; and bythe K/zg, 
the K7z2's own Sacred Perſoz, as there 1s nothing elſe ut 
deed can be meant : Anl1we can lee no- * Objection, which 
may not be an{wer'd from this Little, un the Firſt Clauſe of 
the Oath. I A. B. do ſwear, That I hold (Theſe words, I 
hold, I believe, or the like, muſt doubtleſly he underſitoo:1) 
it is unlawful to Take up Arms againſt the Kjng, (His Authori- 
ty,or Righttul Government) por any Pretence whatſoever. 


* The only Objeftions here which are of weight, may be retluced to two Ca- 
ſes. One is the Caſe of Private violence, as ſuppoſe a Prince ſhould go to Raviſh a 
Virgin, and ſhe catches up the next Weapon or Inftrument to!defend her ſelf. In 
this Caſe, or the like, we anſwer, this Defencc 1s not to- be. accounted tabing 
Arms in the ſenſe of this At. The other is a Caſe of Publick violence ; as ſuppoſe a 
Prince ſhould yo about to alienate his Kingdom, or ruine his Country, or the like. 
We an{wer,. we are not forall that to return violence upon 'his Perſan ; and as 


for his Officers, Followers, or Armies, the Solution muſt be attended in the next 
Clauſe of the Oath, | 


If David's Heart {mote him for cutting off but Sau/s Skirt, 
when he was actually in Arms to defend hemlelt againſt Saul's 
Forces, only becauſe he was the Lord's Anointed : It is not in 
this firſt Clauſe any one may conjeQuure) but in the enſuing, 
where the chict Scruples againit the Oazh are to be removed. 

ir the Second Clauſe, By thoſe Commiſſioneted by Him, let 
ns ſuppoſe they believe-the Parliament meant,| & could mean, 
no other than ſuch as have a due Authority. from Him, and 
exerciſe it only according to Law: And ſo long as the Kznz's 
Authority, and ſuch Commiſſions are one, (or; the ſame,) we 
can {ce fo more dificulty remaining in the Second Claule, 
than in the former : Ard I do abhor (that 1s,d:ſpmn or diſclaim) 

that 1 rayterous Poſition, of taking Arms by his Authority a; ſt 
| iS 
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His Perſon, or againſt any Commiſſionated by Him, 111 
Juit of (ſuch Comm)/ions :; That 1s, Legally Commiſſio 
Him, in the Lega/ purſuit of fuch Commiſſions. 

It is not to be imagined, that the Parliament, w 
paſſed this 4, (that 1s, the Major part of them) ſ] 
' fign the ſerting up an Arbitrary Government in the 
Bur if the meaning of thoſe Commrſſionated by Him, | 
wiſe than thus, they mult deſign it. An Arb:traz 
as ſoon as they paſled this Clauſe in any A&, mi 
counted to Commence, or be declared to be alwayes t 
of the Kzng. A thing moft abſurd to be believec 
the contrary Belief whereof, the molt ſcrupulous ! 
thank God) may relolvedly take this Oath, 


In the Third Clauſe, we diſtinguiſhan Endeavour 
or reform any thing in Church or State, which 
conducive to the good of the Nation in a Parliamen 
only, as 1s allowed by the Fundamental Law and C 
the Realm, from an Endeavour in any other way th 


warranted by the ſame.; to wit, ina ſeicious wa 


ſuch manner as they ard in the late Times, when the 
voured the Extirpation of Prelacy by force ay aint, | 
out the Kzng's Conſent in Parliament, (which ma 
lieved to be the aſſured Senſe of the Majority in thi 
when they palled this 42) and folong as to do ſo © 
be acknowledged (as alluredly) to beunlawtul, a 


the. par- 
nated by 


hen they 
210uld de- 
Nation : 
be other- 
WM Power, 
1{t be ac- 
he Right 
|, and 1n 
Man (vc 


to chanze 
we think 
tary Way 
'ourle of 
at 15 not 
yy, Or 1N 
y endea- 
and with- 
y be be- 
: Fuſes, 
07, May 
nd what 


ought to be diiclaimed, the offence muſt be over in the laſt 


part of the Oath allo: And that I will not endeavour 4 
ation of Goverment either in Church or State; to wit 
manner not warranted by the Conſtitution of the 
any otherwiſe, than by ACt of ParLament. 


* It may be ſa'd, the Pariizment railed Armes, before they decla 
vours to Eztirpate Prelacy, and condemn the whole Parliament War} 
would have us declare it unlawful tc do thit Now. which they did Ther | 
hath been Practiſed, to uſy/tize Words of the Militia: AQs) : But let this 
it follows, Then muſt their Meaning here indeed be, that we are not 


ny Alter- 
, In any 


Land, or 


red Epdlea- 
when they 
or, as cf late 
be,aranted, 
© endea- 
TOUT 


406) 


vour any Alteration of Government in the 1ay they did then (which, being out of 


doubt of, the _—_ can Swear); but nothing more, we are ſure, is co:1demned 
in This Clauſe of the 0th, wh arſoever elſe be intended in the' former Clauſes of it, 
and the Militia acts in regard tothe Reginning of the War as well as the Pro- 
Fa reſs of it * Au as for that poi: 11t, Whether in the peculiar} Caſe of thoſe times, 


there was any thing mtht be lawful, or any way juſtifiable to be done Then (when 
tne Kin g and F Tf theo r_ Corporation) were divide <> and he bad paſſed an 
Act not to Thi Gol, Cc then Witnout tlic ir Cu nicnt, whach [3 a Cale ncver like to 
happen any more, a 44 noday -r ro put it) which New'i$certainly ualawful, is 


a Queſtion we - ha\ 'e nothing todo with, and interpoſe nothing tooffend any. 
The Prearable of the Oxford Ad, (w here the ſame Oath 
is Impoled on the Noxcomuf ory wiſh liniſters) declaring it to 
be made, for the preventing the Opportunity of their i 1n- 
ſtilling into Folks the Principles 0! Schiſm ana Revell:on, may 
give wyme Creir io this F Expoſition : But It 1s this one clear 
Reaſon or Argument we reſt upon, tor qur Confirmation 
m it. The oreat Thing intended by this Oath, . is the Pre- 
ſervation of the Gov ernment, in the Fundamental Conſtitu- 
tion, againkt all Alteration. But the Confticurion of our Go- 
vernnient bc ing ſuchin the Forrdation, that whatever is need- 
ful or convenient to be altered,it may be propoſed to that end 
in Parliament : to take away thact. iberty which is univerſal- 
lyr aicated inthe whole Nation in order thereunto, were a 
piece of the greateſt Alteration that coult be, and conſe- 
quently never to be underitood, as intendec$þby the Lawoiver, 


—_ 


As tor the S$2/enp Leage: e and Covenant (the Renunciation 


- whereof, 1s the Second thing here impoſed) it is an Oath fo 


long fince in Being, that, *t1s two tO ONE but Both the Sherifts 
that ſhall be Choſen, (as well as thoſe of !late before them) 
never took ; © thar they may lately lay, there | 1es 20 Ovlt- 
gation upon them at all tromit; An4 as of others that did, 
we humbly COncelve, that being taken 1a it's Complex Cori 
der 1tion, asit was preſled and uſed at tha: time, for the en- 
g417ement of the People to the Excirpation of the Byhops, and 
Chinge of Church-Government without the King, againſt 


Fo His 
f + 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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His Conſent and Publick Declarations, and by F 
mult needs be Unlanful, and could not binc |any body to ao ſo: 
and conſequently we truit, that ſuch Gentlemen {ſh 
tend God, or any goo. Vien, it they L_ fub{yribe this 
Declaration, which is alſo rec uired : I. 4. B. do declkre, That 
I hold there lies ny Obligation on me, or on any othe Perſooe, 
from the Oath commonly called, The Solemn Leagie and Co- 
venant, fo endeavour ay Change or Alteraticn of Gorernmeut 
either in Church or State; And that the ſame was in yt ſelf an 
unlawful Oath, and impoſed on the Subjects of this 
gainst the Leows Laws and Liberties of the Kinz dom. | 

We confels here, that theſe Words, [ z0 endeavois any Al. 
teration of Government in Church or State] were ——- by the 
Author, "unwittingly thinking them to be 1a this Act, be- 
cauſe they are in others, and it paſled ewo Impretlions, with- 
out any Knowledge of ours, that it was otherwile : But now 
do we let them ftand, 4: Induftris, becaule 1t appears, they 
are to be * underſtood, both from other Acts, The Uniformity 
AF, Thc *eftry Ad, The Oxford AF, which have the fame 
Declaratica with t hele words in it (wherein we|are yet 
more cuautrrmd by that AEt, where it is made a Premoncire 
to ſay, There lies an Obligation upon any trom this Oath, 
the Oblig at! /0n being expreiled, todo thus) : As aifo, from the 
{NV arure 0; tre 1 hing : ; tor 0 long as tie Meaning oi the Law- 
g1veris the Rule we go by, let us-but ſuppole we could go to 
the ſame Parliament, "Man by Man, & ask them, Was it your 
Meanin;; by this Declaration, that any Man, w ho took|that Co- 
venant, thonld protels, that he is not bound to reform 1sLite, 
to repent of his Sins, to eſchew Profanemeſs, Popery,% Sch1ſm, 
or the like things they then COV cnanted to do, becauſe that 
Oath in fome reſpeR otherwiſe was unlawful ; the Jenera- 
ity, without Queſtion, wou' id Aniwer No, by no means; 
but our meaning was onely, that there lies no Obligation on 
any trom tiat Covenant, to endeavour to Extzy pate 
as 1t was there, 'or any Alteration of Uovernment, AsS1 


cal, 4- 


(8) | 
preſſed by us in other As. This being ſppaſed then the 


undoubted Meaning, we go on. 


XThe Mean'inz of a Lawſor of the Law-givc. | 11v be ga ds from 22 Pream- 
bleof fom- Acts; the common underitauding ©” the many}; che ſpec at Judgment 
of the Wile; the D ſourting with ſome of thoſe that mage the Law whic + tee- 
Ing it cannot be with all, or the greateſt part, that which|ſeems moit fatisfactory 
is, when the ſam- Perſons (or Parliament) do fignifie their Mind by their own 
Words in lome other Act or Acts : And this being the Cale, here, we (ce not but 
ſome men may be as verily perſw aded, that theſe Words are to be ſupplied, or that 
this was the Parliaments Mear:ing, as if the Generality could be asked, and they 
had told them, This it was. However, let the Medium be ,what it will, w aereby 

a Man comes to the Relolution of his Belief about the [mpoſers Meaning in this 
or any the like [mpoſition, when he is once brought t9 a}lettled Periwalion and 
Convittion, thar This or That, and no Other was their Meaning, if he can ſub- 
mit to the Words in the full Latituds of that Meaning, a$ he is fully perſwaded in 
his Conſcience, is all they intended in ſuch or fuchan lajunAtion; then is he free 
to lis own Determination, Sce Peac, Ref. before qe P. 114, 


By ſome of the laſt words of the Declaparion It appears, 
that this Oath was framed tor the 8.,vjes bf the Realm, (we 
{ay,that this Oath (z.e.the Covenant) was,in the meaning of the 
I npoſers of this Declaration,rhe Subjets 0ath, and conſequent- 
| Iy bythe words,or any other Pe rſon, they mult mean, 9r any 0- 
ther Subject :) which appears allo manieltly 1 in the preamble ot 
it; We Noblemen, Barons, Kpizhts, Gentlemen, Citizens, Bur- 
geſſes, Miniſters of the Goſpell, and C MOR of all forts, be- 
ing under the Kjng. There is one part of it moreover expreſs 
for the preſervation of the Kjng ; we doſſuppoſe theretore, 
that though an Oath to the ſame main ec: ect, or one like it, 
was impoſed on this Kengby the Scots, that Oath muſt be con- 
ceived azother than tius, and not the very ame, being not lo 
in every point, but an Oath indeed (as they(eall d It) 70 confirm 
the Covenant, when He ofter'd this very Exception againit ta- 
king the Covenant it felt, becaule it was atti-Oath for the $ub- 
Jedts only. | 


And that that Oath the King took, was indeed Another) or One purpoſely framed 
for Him, any that will, may ſee in the Form of bs Coronatjon, in Dowglas Sermon. I 
CHARLES, King, pj aſture and declare by my Solemn Oat 4 my Allowance of the S9- 


lemn League, and engage my ſelf to Proſecute the ends thereof, w fl other words ſet down 
there, P. 19. And 
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And this being enongh to ſave the Conſcience in one href 
Scruple, (and chieteſt one,) we will gather up again what 15 
faid betore into one Argument (which we tix upon) for a tul- 
ler fatisfattion in regard to all others. To own the Ayn7 and 
his Authority in che biel "ath,and yet to ſwear tg change the 
Goverment without H.s Will, and 4 ainft it, 15 (we think) 7» 
zt ſelf unlawful, Such an Oath was the Covenant; and Qr4 
unlawful, it muſt be unobligatory. 

And what indeed ſhall now hinder theſe Sheriwts to {ub- 
{cribe, That there lies no obligation ugas them, or others, 
from the Covenant, foendeavour any Alteration of Goverment, 
in that ſenſe as they ſwear before, that they will npt endeavour 
ay, in the third clauſe of the Oath precedtng ? For fo long as 
the meaning of the Lawgiver, is no other than That which is 
made to appear there, upon the account given, and the EFx- 
deavour which 1s here, and which is there, is the ſame out 
of doubt, we do not ſee but the Reaſon which does latishie g- 
ny Man upon the Point about taking the Oarh, mult be ſufft- 
cient for the Declaration alſo. In ſhort, T here yes no 0blic a. 
tion upon any from this Oath, to do as they ſware t ; It is init 


ſelf unlanfull todo ſo ; and the Impoſition of it was F illegal. 


* [t muſt be confeſſed, that the voluntary Omiſhon of theſe words that ate to 
be underſtood in this Declaraticn, and the deſigned Oppoſition to the whole Pro- 
ceeding of the Parliament in thoſe times,without diftinguiſhing Right 'from Wrong, 
in the Oath, and the high Strain of the M:1itia Acts, which ſeems tÞ diſpotleſs the 
Subje& of all Defence, againſt any Commiſſion of the Xing, be it 
are enough to make any ſearching Man indeed believe, that the 
Contrivers, Hatchers, and Compilers of ſach Tmpoſitions,, who for omating their 
own Intereſt c#nld find in their hearts to be Villainsto the Common-wealth, 
and the Souls of Men, was more than thus: But we Anſwer, By | diſtinguiſhing 
onely, | Th-ſe are n»t the Lawgiver. The Lawgiver is the Generality bf Both /Houſes 
with the King, who are never to be ſuppoſed Underminers of our] Rights, or to 
have any evil Meaning, Dut to convene for Conſultation about [the Common 
Good; and whatſoever Law: do pals, they are to be believed to carry in them 
at Reaſon of Publick Benefr, orelfe they are no Laws. Quod non] babet raticnem 
pro 


ici commodi nen poteſt pr ac:pt {+20 humana,- ſay the Schools; and it! is a Rule laid 


- down to ſatisfy all by the Lord Coze. Quando Lex generaliter lequitur reſtringenda ta- 


men eſt ut ceſſante ratione V& ipſe ceſſet ; Cum enim 7atio fit anima vigorg; apfius legs, nin * 
videtur Legiſlator id ſenhfſ- 9.0d 7.2tione careat, etiamfi generalitas prima facie aliter po/it 


ſuadere, Inſtitut, Par, 4. C. 74, | 
C bn 


(10) | 
In the Sacred Story concerning R#hab and the Spies, it ap. 
"pears that no body can be engaged any farther by an Oath, 
then what he agrees or conſents to in the taking it. Where 
he declares before-hand he will not be bound, he is free. We 
cannot tell how much /arger, or how much zarrower a Com- 
p2ſ5 others may draw to themielves from that; I»fance, than 
we: But we will come to this Concluſion. {We have laid 
down the Ryle we are to walk by in theſe Impoſitions, and 
applied it to this Oath and Subſcription. -It wy Man ts per- 
{waded in lus Conſcience, that the Meaniag of the Lawg:ver 
was no more than'thus, He- may ſubmit to thum Both, and 
make no ſtand: But if he believes their Meaning was other- 
wile (or doubts that it was more than thus,) he cannot Swear 
or Subſcribe, but with Limitations ; and he mult declare thoſe 
; Limitations,or Forbear. Butt he ſhall Swear or/Subſcribe (ſup- 
poling him oze that. doubts) wth making a Declaration for himſelf = 
(if this Paper will not ſervefor 4/7) when he Takes the Oath, \ 
and Subſcribes the Rexuxciation enjoyn'd, that he does ir 7z 
"this Meaning, which we have all aloag expreſſed, ſuppoſing it 
true, and with theſe Explanatory Limitations to the meaning, 
if in any thing indeed it be otherwiſe, and fo give (or throw) in 
this Paper tothe Perſons before whom he ts todo it.; we are 
per{waded, that his Coſciexce may receive SatisfaQtion there- 


by in his complyance with the * Law in theſe Impoſitions. 

/ +X*In Mr. Bzxter's Funeral Sermon upon that holy Cittz-n Mr. 4ſhhurſt, we take 
notice of this paſlage. Some may think that he warted : Publick Spirit, becauſe be avoided 
being a Magiſtrate, and payed hs Fine rather than take an Alderman Place ; but it was on- 
ly to keep the Peace of his.Comſcjence—Tct | never h-.ard him ſpeak, uncbaritably of thoſe Wor - 
thy Men who do what he refuſed, ſuppcſing 154t they, in words or 7 (eng, declared as open- 
ty as tigy ſware and took the Declaration, that they, toog;t bat is. ſuch or ſuch a lawful ſenſe; 
though Be could not do ſo bimſelf, VE f 


Whether they receive the Paper, and admit of your fenſe 
or not, it 15 no matter ; for they a e.no Power about it, and. 
the thing will be alike known. And thus haye we lent our 
hands to get the Concern'd over thele blocks, | and. yet ſo, as 
te deliver allo our Sorls. "25 

The 
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The Sccond Shert, 
MINISTER S 
CASES 


WITH THE 


'SHERIFFS> 


In Regard to the Five Mile Af of Oxford 


Y the Act at Oxford there 1s hi Oath 
enjo ned every Nonconfotmiſt Miniſter, 
apoh the Penalty of debarring him the com- 
img within Five Mile of any Corporation. 
J. A. B. Do Swear,that it is unlawful to take Armes 
— the King, upon ary pretence whatſhever : 
nd that 1 abbot that Tedyterous Poſition, of Taking 
Armes by the King F "Att hority againſt his Perſon, or 
any _ aa: And this I will not at 


2 any 


(12) | 
any time Endeavour any Alteration of Government , 


either in Church or State. Tn which Oath there 
are three Claules. © 23 6 


The Firſt and Second: Claule of it, comes 
to this, I hat -t #5 not Lawful to take Armes againſt 
the King, or any Commiſſunated by Him, upon any 
Pretence ,; No, not upon the Pretence of FHlis Authori- 
ty in the. Law. It 15.4 1 rayterous Poſitian, . to hold e- 
ven that lawful. And all this 1s true; plain,and 
to be granted, as ſoon as' we do but under- 

' Rand onely what to be Commiſſtonated is. To be 
Commiſſtonated by the King, 1s to have his Au- 
thority, or Authority from him,to do ſuch a 
thing. If we take Armes againſt one that 
does do any thing. by the Kings Authori- 
ty, we take Armes againſt His | Authority, 
and that 1s all one with taking Armes againſt 
the King ; and conſequently, to'declare it un- 
lawful to take Armes againſt the King, and 

_ againſt thoſe Commiſſonated by-him, 1s in effect 
allo but the ſame. The Authority of the King, 
and His Perfon, are both alike Sacred,and both 
theſe muſt be held alike n29/able on all 
hands. The queſtion. then only; will be this, 
"What 1s. the: King's, Authority ? Authority 
(Poteſtas) is 115 imperandi, a'Raght/or Power to 
command : This Right or Power is given the 

| King 
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King by Law. It 1s the Law makes 'the King, 


(lays Bratton), Lex facit Regem ; the meaning 
whereof 1s, that the Authority which the 
King hath, can be no other but what the Law 
does grant him. I he Government (we know) 
with us 1s Regal, and not Deſpotical,' and the 
King's Power, a Power onely to Govern by the 
Laws. If the King then ſhall Commiſſionate 
any to do that which 1s againſt = that 
Commiſlion 1s ' void ; it 1s a Writing,' but no 
Commiſſion ;, that 18, it 18 without Authority ; For 
the King hath none to give again#t the Law, 
but For the Law, who 1s the Ezecutioner of it. 
For a Man then to act in ſuch a; Matter 
wherein the King hath. none to give, |t is 11- 
vain to plead a Commiſſion. If he be taken, 
and puniſhed, he muſt thank himſelf: this-is 
no reſiſting the King, or any Commiſhtonated by 


Him. For inſtance, a Prince gives Commil- 


ſion to Levy Money, without a Tax by Par- 
liament ;,, His Officers or Souldiers come here- 
upon, and takes a Mans Goods ; the Man 
runs for the Conſtable, and the | Conſta- 
ble Charges the Neighbourhood | in the 
King's Name to afliſt him, and ſo apprehends 
them, and brings them to the Juſtice ; the 
Juſtice ſend them to Goal ; and then the 7udg 
Hangs them : And all this is juſtifiable, be- 


caule 
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cauſe ſuch Authority is none ; and they be- 
ing therefore no Commiſſonated Officers, are but 
Theives and Robbers , who, when the King can 
do no wrong, yet they do, and are juſtly Execu- 
ted for it. We ſee then here plainly, how we 
may declare it unlawtul to take | Armes a- 
gainſt the King, and againſt thoſe that are 
Commiſſh onated by Him, upon one and the ſame 
Reaſon : For when no Man may take Armes 
againſt the King, or his Righttul Authority,and 
no body 1 1s indeed Commiſſnnated by Elim, but he 
that acts according to the Law, and ſo hath 
his Authority ; it _ muſt. be. unlawful 
_ to take Armes againſt thoſe that are Commiſi- 
onated by him, as well as againſt Himſelf. Not- 

withſtanding that, if any act againſt the 
Law, and plead his Commiſhtion, they be re-_ 
fiſted by the Law, becaute ſuch are. not indeed 
- Commiſſtonated by him. 
 _ For the third Clauſe of the Oath, the Con- 
ſtitution of the Ens/;/h Goverment is fuch, as 
every Freeman hath a fundamental Liberty 
by the ſame, to endeavour the Redreſs of any 
Grievance,which he feels in the Adminiſtra- 
tion ; which Adminiſtration cortprizes under 
it the whole Government of the Church,as Exter- 
nal, and may make any Alteration thereof, 
when Monarchy it ſelf belongs to rhe Conſtituti= 


0Nn. 
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en. This Part then of the People, which the, 
have in our Government, reaches thus far. The 
Body do chooſe their Burgeſſes for Parlizment ; 
they may inform them of theſe Grievances ; 
we may Petition them for Alteration ; we 
way out of doubt, pray to God for ther Suc- 
ceſs. Our Repreſentatives, then are to prefer 
the Bills, and get them patled, f they can do 
it: I hus much (let us fay) 15s the K:gþt of the 
People, no leſs than the bearins the Sword, 
(that is, the Execution of the Government) 
is the Prerogative of the King, or a Negative 
Voice 1s the Priviledge of Both Houſes. It 1s not 
now ever to. be imagined therefore, that it 
was the Meaning of a Parl:ament,to diyeſt any 
Engliſh-man of this Right, to which |he was 
Born, becauſe he is a Nonconformiſt ; neither 
can they indeed do it. Tt is not to be imagi- 
ned, that an Endeawwur for the Government ty 
. act, or to excercile its proper acts, or |to- put 
its proper Power into Act, which 1s| bnt to 
keep it alive, or keep it in motion; ſhould be 
that Endeavour, which the Majority of Parlia- 
ment would have abjared in this Oath.. Tt 1s 
not to be unagin'd, that the Par/tament' when 
_ they go about to preſerve the Government 
from any Alteration, ſhould: have any ſuch. 
Meaning, as muſt deſtroy its very Con#ituti- 


| 
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on. We determine conſequently, ir muſt not 
be an Endeavour of any Alteration| (ſuppoſed 
needful) in this way, that is, in a Parliamenta- 
ry way onely,which they intended we ſhould 
renounce ; but all Endeavour of alrering (30- 
vernment in any other way or manner, than 
what. is warranted by the Fundamental Law 
of this Kingdom. And if this Radical Liber- 
ty be left us, we ſee how we may, and muſt do 
as much towards Reformation of the 
Church, after ſuch an Oath is taken, as we 
may, or can do before we have taken it. We 
cannot endeavour any thing in a Seditious 
way, but we ſin againſt God, and the Kin 
which we dare not do; and the way Chih 
15s lawful to be taken, MR open to us ſtill. Tt 
tollows, 1o long as we go by the Meaning, of 
the Lawgiver, which 1s the Rule laid down 
to go by, we may both take the Oath, and 1t 
will do us no hurt to take it. | 

For Surpluſage, it was propoſed in the 
Lords Houſe apon occaſion of the Teſt, and a- 
greed upon generally, that the Meaning of 
the Commiſſionated was Legally Commiſſnated, 
though they thought it not beſt to put it. into 
a Bill for ſome prevailing Reaſons. The like 
was inthe Houſe of Commons alſo, as it 1s 1aid. 
Now though a Vote of either Houſe be not e- 

nough 
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nough to repeal a Law, it is enough th tell us 
the Meaning of the Lawgiver,which does re- 
ſolve this Cafe of Conſcience nto. which, 
when we can add this alſo, chat je is known 


"to ſome, that the King hath ſaid it Solemnly 


more than once, in publick, and in private 
both, that he was not for an Arbitrary Pow- 
er, but ſuchan one onely,as the Law gives 
him, (we mean in words to that purpoſe) 
what is there any Man 'can deſire more for 
his full Satisfaction in this Matter ? What 
hinders, but this Oath may be taken ? 2? And 


when they had read the Epiſtle, they a_—_ for 
the Conſolation. 
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"The Third Sheet, 


—— 


With ReſpeCt to the | E.. 


More Scrupulous 


WHETHER | , 
Sheriffs, Miniſters, or Others, 
| '* © That are Concerns, | | 
For their Fuller Confirmation about the Oath. 


E are not unſenſible of what moment an Oath is, and 
Y Y the Declaration enjoyned, who have let our {elves, 
a51n thepreſenceof God, that mult give an account before 
his Tribunal for every Word that we write,; in our Underta- 
king ſo folemna Determination as this is. '\We warn every 
Man therefore, to be true to our Rule, and totake heed that 
he atts nothing, till he is firſtperſwaded in his own mind of 
what he does; For while we endeavour tg give a Reſoluti- 
on to the Conſcience, of others, we muſt have a care of our 
own Souls, | 

- Thereare two main 0bjeZjon3 in the Caſe, _ _ ___ 

The Firft is this. The Oath, and Renunciation of the Co- 
venant, which are here impoſed, ſeem to beframed- in direct 
Oppolition to the late Parliamenr-Cauſe. The om 

| | j auſc 
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Cauſe ſtood upon this Foundation, That the T.aw is above the 
Will or Commiſſions of the Kizg; and that they might 


therefore, by vertue of the Law, that is, by rhe Aarhoriry of 


the King, take Armes againſt his Forces. The Kinzs Par- 
ty (we may apprehend) held the contrary, That the Militia 
being in his hands, it is unlawful upon any account|' to refift 
the Kzng's Commiſſions. Upon the X7rg's Reftauration to 
his Throne, a New Parliament 1s called, and they by this 
Oath, and the like Impoſitions, are ſuppoſed to decide the 
controverſy, When we are put therefore here to renounce 


. the Poſition of taking Armes by the Law, or the K7zes Au- 


thority, againſt any Commiſſionated by him, we muſt 


. (upon this ſuppoſition) conceive the Parliament meant, that 


Poſition ſhould be abjured, whether thoſe Commiſſions be 
Legal or Illegal ; for otherwiſe the Controverſy is not deci- 
ded. The Pofition of taking Armes by the Authority of the 
Law, againſt any Commiſſhonated by the K7zze, was not 
maintained on the Parliament ſide, but onely in Caſe thoſe 
Commiſſions were againſt Law ; and unleſs we renounce the 
Poſition of taking Armes by the Law, againſt all Commiſh- 


ons, though illegal, we renounce not the. Poſition| of that 


Parliament. | | = 

To this 0bjeition, we Reply in the Firft place; It the Par- 
lament muſt be conceived to put thus much upon us, then 
muſt we believe that they took this for granted, that noCom- 
miſhon of the K/zag indeed may be reſiſted, whether ac- 
cording to the Law, or againſt the Law.; and if fo, that the 


K;ng's Commiſſions conſequently mult be above Law, and. 


his Power Abſolute. Bur to believe,' that any Par/iament 
ſhould intend to allow the Kzze ſuch a Power, 1s quite be- 
Fond ſober Reaſon. Let him believe this who can, upon ma- 

ture Deliberation. | 
In the Second place, we ſay therefore, There 15 here two 
or three Suppolitions, that are not to be j telded. It Is but 
a falſe Suppoſiion, that os -55_ intended a | ener 
2 | | 0 
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- of the Controverſie between the Kzngs fide, and Parliament 
fide, by this Oath. It were a very nuns Intention. 
It is a falſe Suppoſition, That this was any of the Controver- 
fie between the Judicious (or thoſe that underſtood them- 
ſelves) of both fides, who did certainly agree in this, That 
the Authority of the Kzzg is Royal,not Arbitrary; and conſe- 
queatly, that his Commmiſſions are valid,/when according 
to Law, and notelſe. It 1sa falſe Suppoſition again, That 
thoſe few Mea that contrived theſe Impoſitions, or compiled 
theſe As, were the Parliament. *Tis true,'that what is here 
urged may beſufficieut to ſuggeſt to a Man a belief, Thatthe 
Tztention of thoſe that were the Contrivers of theſe As (this 
_ Oath, and the Mlitis Preambles) might be no lels, than to 
make the Kzngs Will equal to Law ; at leaſt in the Matter of 
the Militia : but we ſay,and have ſaid in the Margize of one of 
theſe Sheets before, That theſe Contrivers or Compilers (a few 
miſchievous Men Pn were not the| Lawgiver. Thc 
Lawgiver we have premiled,and ſet out inthe firſt Sheet,in the 
beginning, with advantage againſt this Su Pug Weare 
by no means, to think that the Majority of the Two Houſes, 
- as they agree to an A, could conſent in/this to make the 
K;z2*'s Commiſſions above, or equal to Law, which were to 
change the Goverment which is Regal, into Deſpottical. The 
Law 1s the Will of the Kjng,in conjunition with his Parliament ; 
His Commiſſions are His Size Will only, and therefore leſs 
than the Law is. q 
In the Third place, we anſwer hereupon, That if an appre- 
henſion from this Argument ſhould ſink into the Mind of any 
particular Perſon lo far as to perſwade him tothink it probable, 
that this was the meaning of the Parliamert ; yet if a contra- 
ry Apprehenſion ſinck deeper, or another Argument be more 
prevailing,he muſt follow the more Przdominant Conwid7ion. 
But there ts no Arg»ment ſo probable, but, that an Exgliſh Par-. 
lament ſhould intend to make the K/»g Arbitrary, is more 
probable. That they never meant this, will have the deeper 
impreſſion. ; in Tn 
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_ _ Inthe Foxrth place, We may thereiore believe rather, that 
the Parliament thought not of theſe Political both fides, 
and the derermination of them, (which incee( 15 not to be 
imagin'd of the Majority, whatſoever,the Contrivers, or a 
few, might do) but in general, they thought of luch a Po- 


| 


ſition, which in the ill ConſtruCtion they would _ abjured; 


or they intended to decry the Polition upon wh 


ich War was 


raiſed, but in ſuch a confuſed Underſtanding of it, as that 
they would have it renounced indefinitely, without intending 
the Renunciation of that implicite Truth in it, which they on 


all ſides hold to be the very Furidamental Right of the Exg- 


liſh People, according to the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, 
Inthe Fifth place,we will enlarge a little this Anſwer, The 
Parliament-{tde (Ctistrue) held it lawful by vertue of the Law, 
(that 1s, by the Kzzes Anthority) to relilt fuch as/are in Com- 
miſſion by the K7zzg ; but theWile of them coul|' diſtinguiſh 
the Caſe, when theſe Commiſſionated did act according to 
Law,and when they did things contrary to Law z and though 
they held it lawful in Oze Cale, they did not hold it ſo in the 


Other. The K/zze's ſide, on the contrary, held — ta 


reſiſt the Kings Commiſſions by his Authority, or 


y Lav; but 


the Wiſe of theſe knew how to diſtinguiſh likewiſe theſe two 
caſes ; and it 15 not to be beleived, but ſuch as Judge Jenkins 
(who declares the Laws to be above the Kos Commiſſions) 


knew and held, that in caſe any ſhould come by the Kzzes 


Commiſſions to take our money by force, without an 4 of 


Parliament, or the like, they might legally be on Now, 


when ſuch a Poſition of the Unlawtulneſs to take 


rms by the 


King's Authority, againſt ſuch as are Commiſſionated by 
Him, is required to be renounced, it is neceſſary todiſtinguith 
accordingly, in regard to the meaning ot the Par/#zzment : For 
though ſome might be willing to have it renounced univer- 


fally, they that underſtood themſelves could not be of that 
mind: And if wecould go to them all, and ask them one by. 
one, W hether they underſtood the Oarh fo as that they would 


| 


have. 
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have it held unlawful to reſiſt the Kz-g*s Officers, or Forces, 
that came particularly to raiſe Money, without any Parlia- 
ment-Tax ; who can beleive, the Majority would fay, it wat 
their meaning ? I do not think one Man of the whole Compa- 
ny would have the face to ſay it, whatſoever privately he in- 
tended. When the Poſition then is indefinite, but in a mat- 
ter neceſſary to be diſtinguiſhed, and the Queſtion is, What 
was the Meaning of the Majority ? 1t can come only to this, 
That they would have the Poſition renounced in One Senſe, 
and that Senſe mult be ſuch certainly, as the Goverment 
of the Nation, which is Regal, may be ſtill majntained, and 
not turned to Tyranny; for the Generality, heyond doubt, 
never once intended to do that by any of theſe Impoſii- 
ONns., : : 

In the Laft place, We will add this, to ſtrengthen us in 
the reſt. That it is unlawful to take Arms againſt an 
Commiſſionated by the King, according to Law, is a Senſe 
wherein the Kz22, and the Two Houſ?s muſt agree, out of 
doubt : But that it is unlawful to take Arms againſt an 
Commiſſionated by Him, if they ſhall come with a mid 
on to do that which is contrary to Law, it was |not the Senſe 
of Both Houſes, we may be ſure, becauſe the Houſe of Lords 
(as we have ſaid in the Second Sheer) declared, That by the 
Commiſſionated, they all meant Legally Commiſſionated ; And 
alſo, which is more, when it ſeemed not fit! (for Reaſons 
othepbſe which they had) to have that word [Legally] 
put Mto the Oath, (though they agreed in their Judgment, 
Nemine Contradicente, that it was meant) they threw the 
Teſt out of the Houſe. Had the Major -Part been of the 
mind, that the Commiſſions of the Kizg may never be refift- 
ed, Why ſhould this Clauſe be explained ? Had not the 
Major Part been of another mind, Why did not theTeft paſs ? 
Now, if a Man be but aſſured, that any one of the Houſes, 
or the Kz»g alone, be againſt ſuch or ſuch a Senſe, it 1s e- 
aough to conclude for the Negative, This was pot the Senſe : 

| | When 
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When 'a Man muſt 6nd out ſich a Senſe as that, wherein 
we can believe they all Three did agree, to conclude tor 
the Affirmative, that 1 his was it. The Reaſon of this was 
premiſed at the Beginning of the Firſt Sheer, 
And ſo much for the Firſt ObjeQion, the Second fol- 
| lows. By Government of the Church, we underſtand not E. 
Qiſcopary only in the Subſtance, which the Scripture approves ; 
ut our Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, as now Eſtabliſhed : Neither 
do we diſtinguiſh between Alteration i rhe | Government, 
and of the Government, to come oft {o, which were Chiil- 
drens Play. No, it any ſhall go about to ne away the 
Biſbops Courts, or Officers, as their LayChancellors, Commiſ 
ſaries, the Arch-Deacons Courts, their Cazons by which they 
aCt, or any of their Eftabliſhed Authority ; This we account 
an Endeayour to alter the Government. Now, when thele 
are things we would have altered, how can we {wear we 
will not Endeavour any Alteration of Government in the 
Church? How can this Oath be taken ? | 
For Anſwer to this, we have in the beginning laid down 
our Rule, and we muſt have our Recourle to it, |and accord- 


ingly we muſt conſider, what indeed we verily believe in 
our Hearts.the Lawgiver intended. Was ther Meaning 
then, by ſuch Impolitions to fix the Church fo, |as nothing 
of this kind ſhould ever be altered,though by Parliament,and 
though there ſhould be never ſo much Reaſon _ Redrels # 
We: cannot. think ſo far; and [if they intended not this, 
thenicannot All Erdeavorr be underſtood here, | (viz. that 
which is fuch only) but an Endeavour otherways. Eheix 
Meaning muſt he to debar us all Endeavour of akering even 
ſuch things as theſe in any way, but this only, (the way 
of Parliament) which 1s warrantable by the Coalianica 
of the Kingdom. This. we-have faid, and muſt ſay it over. 
A. Parliament is. fever to be beheved to conſent to that 
which 45s not 'in their Power. The Ereliſh Government-is 
fuch. ia: its Conſtitution, as that Part thereof, fo far as this 


comes 
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comes to, (an Endeavour to alter ſuch things as theſe, when 
they are Grievances) does {till lie in the Body of the Peo- 
ple ; and the Meaning of a Parliament mult never beconſtru- 
ed fo, as to deſtroy that Liberty, which is Fundamental to 
the Kingdom. That which beiongs to Every Body by vertue 
of the Conſtitution, (we mult inculcate) cannot be taken a- 
away trom Azy by a Law for the Adminiſtration. *Tis true 
again, perhaps, that ſomerhing in this Obje&ion, as in the 
Former, may be expreſled, as to make ſome Men believe, 
that the Contrivers of this Oath had yet a farther Meaning, 
and might intend to bind us ſo by it,- as to retrench this 
Liberty ; but we are to break thoſe Bonds, and caſt away 
their Cords, by remembring only, Theſe are hot the Lawg:- 
ver. The greater Number is the Parl:ament, and they are 
to be believed always to have a fair and equal Meaning in 
their Acts, and never diſagreeable to the Fundamental Con- 
ſtitution. We will add, | 074 | 
As for the very Contrivers of theſe Impoſitions, thoſe few 
malicious Men that deſigned by them to exclude ſuch as are 
now Noxconformiſts, they mutt be thought yet to intend the 
Admiſhon of the Loyal Party,and the Judicious and Confer 
entious among them that ſuffered for the X;zg more eſpeci- 
ally. But if'the Meaning of theſe InjunQtions be otherwiſe 
(in the mai purpoſe) than we interpret them ; Thoſe Judici- 
ous and Conciencious Men of the Conformrfts themſelves, 
could not fubmit to them. It will tollow, by the leaye even 
.of the Contrivers of theſe A4i7s, that the meaning which we 


offer (whatſoever they might harbour in their By-parpoſe) 


muſt be indeed the Meaning of the Lawg ver. | 2 

To confirm this, which hath been ſaid above (we con- 
feſs) as well as here, we will ſuggeſt ſomething for new 
Strength'to it. In an At of the Thirteenth of the Kzze,there 
are two things may be inquired. One is, Whether Petition- 
ing inthe Cale of Greivance (for fo much, at leaſt as theſe 
things we ſpeak of) 'by any, not exceeding the number of 


Tep, 
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Tex, is not allowed'the Subject ? Turn to the Statute:Pooks 
and examine it ; andit it be,then could not 4/7 Exdeawour,but 
ſuch only, which 1s not permitted, be infended in this Ab- 
juration, by that Oze, and the $::me Parliament that pailed 
both Acts. The other 15, Whether after it is there, Cap. 1. 
made a'Premunire to ſay, That there lies an Obligation up- 


on any from the Covenant, to Endeavour the 4lrez 
Government in Church or State, there be not yet an 


expreſs 


Exception, as to all Parliament Speeches, and Endequours to 


repeal Statutes, or redreſs Grievances? And if there 
cannot any. one ule his Reaſon, but he muſt beli 


be, then 
eve our 


chooling ParLament-Men, this Peritio:ing them, an. doing 
the like things which lie 1n our Sphere to do, in Order only 


thereunto, are alſo included. It follows ſtill, that 


It 15 an 


Endeavour conlequently in ſome other way, and not this, 
(which is Parliamentary, and granted) mutt be that which 
the Parliament intended we ſhould abjure, when they put us 


upon ſuch Impolitions. 


To enlarge here a little. In rhat Decimo Tertio, Car. 2. 


Cap. 5. After it is enacted, That no Perſons ſhall 


procure 


Hands above the number of Twextry, to any Petition for A/- 
teration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law in Church or State : we 
have a Provided always, That this Adt ſhall not be conftrned to 
extend to debar, or hinder any Perſon or Perſons, not exceed- 


ing the number of Ten, to preſent any Publick Grievay 
Member, or Me:.vers of Parliament. There are Twc« 
ons now will tzere go to the Quick. One is, Whe 
der theſe Marrers Ef:bliſhed by Law, there be any | 
ons to be underſtood, . and what are thoſe Exceprions 
we muſt diſtinguiſh (we think) thus only. Marr 


ce to any 
) Queſt1- 
ther un- 
E xCept1- 
2? And 
ers Efta- 


Lijhed by Law, are ſuch as belong to the Conſtitution of the 


Government,or the Adminiſtration. Thole Aatrers, | 
which belong to the Or:ginal Conflirution,(that is acco 
whar the People, at brit (we mu:t ſuppoſe) agree 
they conſented to a Government) are not indeed wi 


or Laws, 
rding to 
j, when 
thin the 
 Cog- 


- 
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Cognizance of a Parliament, to Alter them ; and- for that I © 
reaſon, ſuch Matters mult be excepted ; But as for any |} © 
\ Matters Eſtablijbed by Law, that belong only to the Admini- f 
* ſtration, there 1s no Exception to be apprehended, when the 
Words are ſo general without any Limitation. If any other F 
Law or Statute be >:1ded for putting inifſuch Exception, it 
muit be an{wer*d by the Diſtinftion ofter'd; There are no - 
Matters (we mult ſay) excepted by any! other Statute, or ; 
rather cax (with reaion) be excepre«, unleſs they belong on- | 
ly to the Coxſtitution, and not the Adminiſtratiov. The O- 
ther Qu:ition 15s, Whether the taking away any of the Au- 
thority of the Biſh»ps, and Arch-Deacons Courts, their Offe- 6 
cers, Canons, and the like, is ſuch an Alteration as belongs to 


the A:lminiſtration- of the Government in Exglazd ; that is, 
Whether it comes within the Cognizance of a Parliament, iſ ©* 
or 1s tn their Power to doit ? We know, that ſuch a thing Ie 
as the Changing of our Monarchy into another ſort of Go- A 
verriment, were not to be propoſed to'Parliament, being out I ©© 
of their Cognizance, if the Kzng and the Houſes were willing I ” 
to have it : But do the Biſhops, and their Courrs ſtand upon I ©? 
the ſame Foundation ? *Tis true, that Mapna Charta may be co 
.F pleaded ; but Magna Charta it ſelf is but a Law for the Ad- || 2 
Y - miniſtration. It 1s, beyond all doubt, in| the Power of the Il 7 
| | King, and His Houſes, (7. e. the Parliamept) to regulate the ret 
Þ whole External Polity of the Church, and ſo take away thc 
1 Dioceſan Epiſcopacy it (elf, if they pleaſed : And can any one Is 
'% indeed queſtion, whether rhe taking 2way ſome Power from * 
31 their Courts, or ſome Officer belonging is them, or the like, ot 
. (which yet were to Alter the preſent Government of the tha 
Church) is not «vithin their Cognizance,| or that this Mar. =! 
ter 1s-not contained in thuſe Matters Eſtabliſh-d by Law, that - | 
in general may be Altered; and, in:caſe of Grievance, be Pe- _ 
zitioned for, 10 be, Altered? And if this be ſtill permitted, I 
the People, according, to the Statutes made in the Reign of 6 
1 


this King, then could it not be the Intent or Meaning of 
RS Hy this 
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this Parliament, that All Exdeavour to Alttry the Government, 


when any thing is grievous in the Church, ſhould be Uzlaw- 
ful; and when weare brought to diſtinguiſh oſſuch an Exdea- 
vour of Alteration, which is Warraxntable by Law,, and that 
which is UVnwarrantable, then are we come to the right Un. 
derſtanding of the Lawgiver's Meaning, (viz.) That the Ex- 
deavour which they require us to abjure in the Oazh, is the 
One, and not the Other. This is what we ſay all along, and 
ſtand upon it. Reader, lay thy Hand upon thy Heatt, and 
as thou believeſt this Izterpretation, or believelt it not; either 
Take or Forbear the Oath, in the Name of Goa. | 

And what think we (after ſome pauſe upon this) of thoſe 
Sheriffs and Miniſters, who are Conformiſts? Are there not 
many of them (which is before hinted) Men of Reaſon 
and Conſcience, judicious, and that fear God ? And in what 
ſenſe (judge we) have the One ſubſcribed, according|to the 
A of Uniformity, the ſame words which the Orher [wears 
according to the AC for Corporations ? It is ſtrange, the Non- 
conformiſt ſhould make ſuch a ſtand at that Senſe of the Oath 
and Subſcription propoſed in this Paper, as ſingular and 
doubtful, which the Corformiſt receives as the undoubted and 
common Senſe of the Kingdom, with all the Judges and Law- 
yers of the Realm. It they received not this Senſe, they would 
refuſe them no leſs than we ; and if we received it as treely as 
they, we ſhould ſubmit to them as they do. Inlike manner, tor 
renouncing the Covenant, W hat 1s it alfo they intend by it ? 
Is it nor. chis, that the Covenant was an unlawtui Oath, and 
therefore binds no body ? But let us ask again, do they.|think 
that the Covenanting to maintain the X22 (which-madeed 
belpt to bring him in again) and the Prozeffant Religion,and 
to Reform our Lives, or the like things, 1s unlawtul j and 
thic ther-tore no Man is bound thereunto? Certainly,| they 
cannot think ſo ; but the Covenanting, to Change the Go- 
rernment, Or ext/rpate Prelacy, and that w/thout, and againſt 
the Will of the Kzze, (which is conſequently 1n a way Un- 

| ; m0 Parita- 
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parliamentary) this is it they judge unlawful, and that ſuci 
21 2ath can oblige no body. And 1s there any Noncorform:/,, 
that underſtands himſelf, who does herein' diſagree with 
them? In the name ot God then, let us come to a right un- 
derſtanding on both fides, of the Oath, and of the Declarari- 
on. Let the meaning of the Oath be no more than this, chat 
it i unlavful to take Armes azainſt the King, or hs Authority, 
any. where exerted according to Law ; and that we will ne- 
ver go about to make any Change, either mm Church or State Af- 
fairs, but by Kjng and Parliament, And let the meaning of 
the Declaration alſo, be- no more than this (as 1n the F:7/ 
Sheet, ) That, there lits no. Obligation upon any from the Cove 
nant to au as they Swear it ; It was unlawful in its ſelf to do ſo; 
and the impoſition of it was illegal. And when we come to an 
Agreement #z the ſenſe, what ſhould hinder us, but we may 
come allo to agree i» prattiſe, and do, as/one another *? 

Ifany Man indeed remains yet unſatisfied in his Conici- 
ence, to do as the Corform'/t does, (it may be only becauſe he 
does it) we charge him, notwithſtanding all this which we 
have ſat i, to forbear : But ifindeed he e ſatished as to the 
Senſe, and pretends diſſatisfattion in his Conſcience, and 
tear of looſing his Soul for the ſaving onely of his Purſe, we 
muſt in this Cafe /or in this Cauſe rather, at this ſeaſon) lay 
upon him this Charge alſo, that. in refaſing lus Compliance 
with the Law, he muſt give an account to God for the retu: 
fing his Duty with it, both to him, . and to his Country. 

For our ſelves, if our Arguments ſatisfy any Man, and { 
he complies, we edity thar Man, and not ſcanJalize him : I 
they do not, and he torbears, we do him no hurt. It 1s ! 
Mans own Conſcience, 1s the Diſcerner to him of his Duty, 
and he-1s not to regard another Mans any further than to a 
void active Scandal ; which upon ſ{uch/a warning, that 1 
man follow his Example, unleſs he be ſatisfied with his Rea 
fons, he does prevent as much as he can, in this buſineſs. 

We have done after one Acknowledgment, "That rhe I: 

| cer 111 


: Conform to them, and they that canner, may ſk 


| 
TW) | 
terials of theſe Sheets are borrowed very much trom a Book 
{that one of us does think, he may make bold with), whoſc 
delign is greatly toofter ſuch a kind of Reſolution to the Con- 
ſcience, touching our preſent Impoſitions, that oth they that 
'c reaſon tore. 

tain a fair Opinion of one another, an ' to ho that neither 
of them do wiltully depart: izom i., in what they do. The 
Book was written many ycars, but Printed onely about three 
ſince, and is quoted in the Margine ot the 77 ſt Shwet. We 
have reaſoa to tell this, both becauſe that which is here of- 
fer'd may not appear to be wriiten (4s fome may think) on- 
ly toſerve an Occaſion, having been really the truit of {eve- 
ral ycars digeſted Thoughts; and alſo becauſe we may not 
be aſhamed, if we ſhould conteſs, that we|:had uſe1 thar 
Book, and made this Colleetion to ſerve ſo honeſt -an End. 
For, ifour Couſcientious and Subſtantial Citizens be put ott 
Publick Oces, and the Miniſters be diſcharged/ their Con» 
gregations, upon the account of theſe Impolitzons : Either the 
Snare mutt be broken by a general Rece; tionjof ſuch a plain, 
clear, open Interpretation of them as 15 here prelente4 to all 
Men, or they wall hold us to theſe Grindihonis,and we ſhall, 
both in regard to Soul and Body, to Religion! and Property, 
firſt or lat, be all undone. Now, whea Mattathias, aud his 
Friends underſtood hereof, they mourned for them. riaht ſore : 


Andone of them ſaid to another, If we all do as our Brethren 


have done, they will quickly root us out of the Earth. 


| 


s [ 
[ 


«Oe — - - 
*A\, x "S-.  VOOT 


(30) 


, 


THE 


| _ POST-SCRIPT. 
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Aving Printed the Firſt of Theſe Papers, or Sheets, Two years, 
and now Reprinted it the Third year, with Amendment of ſome 
things, in the leaving out what I judged inſufficient, and ſup- 

plying what Thave thought needful to confirm that which is ſuffici- 

ent : Thave added two new Sheets, or Papers, to the ſame, in regard to 
the urgency of the preſent Seaſon, with the ſame Heart, ani to the ſame 
Purpoſe, as at the beginning. Ve all kyow, by our own Experience, how ne- 
 ceſſary it 1s for the Pow Notions tobe preſented in a various Application, 
according tothe Doubts and Objettions which areraiſed in Mens Minds, for 
the giving S. t:sfaftion to thoſe, whoſe Conſci-nces are really tender, and 
who diſſent from others, meerly out of the fear of Heaven, aid not out of 
Humour. ; 
I think,, Thave choſe the Charit.:ble Side ; and that to write thus as I 
do, at this Seaſon, is 19t onely one of the att s of Spiritual Almes, or Mer- 
CY, but a peculiar ſerving my Generation. I cannot tell why, bat I find my 
Sprrit is cheriſhed toward God, in this little Service, more than it uſes. 
Tf it were onely preſent Heat, upon a new thing, I ſhould: not take this no- 
zice of it : But when this Subjett 15 (as ut were) cool, and no mare affefting, 
than the ingard Teſtimony it brings with it, as to my hopes, it will do good, 
» T cannot tell but ſuch Impreſſions may abode ſomething. I wiſh, it be not this, 
W; that theſe Impoſitions will be cominucd, and preſſed upon us yet , with more 
Rrgour ; ſo that many good Men ſhall have Occaſion for this Paper, that 
now think not of it, and be glad it came abroad at this Seaſon, \when hore- 
after no Man perhaps, may be found that dares to attempt the like. 
1 kyow, that asthe Errata of a Byok_can have no Amendment, when the 
Book zr ſelf can; ſo cannot I my ſelf ſee my own weakneſſes, or Failings, 


When 
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mhen the Reader of theſe Sheets (that ſees more than I) m #i [cover them, 
But ſo far as I can judge, according to the Tenuity © underſtanding, 
there is more ſ 11d intheſe few Sheets to the very Purpoſe, to which they are 
wret, th. bath becr ſard by others, or any where, unleſs by the ſame Paper ; 
and I hope, that which is ſaid, is full and [atisfattory. |The proud Man, 
that would be praiſed in what he does, does ordin.rily d: [pr iſe himſelf that 
ethers may commend him : But I ſpcak of my own Paper, as 1 would of 
Anothers. It is agreat many thoughts I am ſure, even thethoughts of many 
years 15 digeſted into theſe few Sheets ,, and I do not fer my Brethren, 
that which coft me nothing. | & 7 

As for my writing mm a Plural Name, the Render | muſt know, that 
though it be One #s the Compiler, or Author of the je Su altogether ; it 
#5 more than One conſented, and co:ſent to the Prilication. The firſt Sheer, 
after it was done at firſt, was ſhew/ {- Gr: 2t Perſon patticularly, whoſe 
Underſtanding and Faithfulneſs, te Cv never ally can thuſt in ſuch Mbvr- 
ters, (for it was thought good by one of 1114 S!1cr ffs choſe for that year, I 
ſhould do ſo) and he adviſed that the P-pe; ſhould come out thus, and not in 
the Name of a Single Perſon. He had it a Day or two to, Read, and 
changed nothing otherwiſe, but 9 ave this judgment of ut frapkly, It was well 
done : My Brethren, ro whom I ſhewed rt beſides, were nyt like to contra- 
dift what he adviſed, but thought ut very pr udcort, and jt came ont ac- 
cordingly. | 

I muſt give notice nov, that P. 9.1. 20.the word | it) which is fallen out 
at the Preſs, muſt be caref ili preſerved, leſt you nit rhe the Senſe, | 

Note aljo,That in the 1; anal Note,p.5, there 1. the Nomiative Cale 
wanting to the Verb Condemn. Rcad there fore, and ihe: poſers of this 
Oath condemn, &e. 


Norte, moreover, that there needs ſome fr ther Expl:catpon in the place : - 


For ſr:ppoſe a Man to be ſatisfied um all-other Scrupl"s|but this One , 
tht he apprehends im the late Times, the Parliaments|C uſe was the 
right, and nat the King's, and he cannot therefore take the Oath, becauſe 
he think: he ſhall tereby Condemn that ' Cauſe. The ply 1Hnſwer to this 
Man is, that th 4h he cannot but believe, that the M. jor Part of the 
Houſes that paſſea 1115 Oith, were of a contrary judgment th his; yet is he 
not to think, it was their intent, tht every ove who t..hrs this Oath fhoutd 
medale with that Matter, ard Tudge of that Cauſe, ſo as\ ro condemn one 
fide, and juilify another + bit that he ſhould onely judge,\ think, belicve, 
and declare, that to raiſe another Var; or donow as they did then (as we 


ſpeak,) is uilawful ; and he that doesnit Fudre ſo, or cannot diſcern this, © 


anust forbear to take the Oath, our of QueStion, The Summa Poteſtas 17: 
| {| this 
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this Land, lics in the King, and his Two Houſes, . as one Corporation, 
(we have intimated) and when they were divided, a Man may judge the 


Conititution Diſſolved, and the People at Liberty; and confequently, that 
* they might then do that, in that rw Caſe, which can never be done out 


of 1t, without reſifting the Ordinance of God ;' which to | do, we know is 
in. This is the Anſwer to that Scruple, being more darkly there ex- 


preſſed. 


There remain: only, that I ſupply here the Fifth Reaſon (according to 


the Eirſt Paper) for Printing theſe Sheets, that for want of Room was left 
out in the Epiſtle. | 


It ple:ſed Providence to call ſome Perſons to the Office who 
have been the berrer inabled (to ſpeak modeſtly) to Hold the ſame, 
upon the ſatisfaftion which is couched in this Paper ; and if it be of 


. great Concern at this time, that ſuch Men do Hold Sherifts, who are 


willing to deny their own Advantage, (not ſeek it) for the ſake of 
the Publick; It is yet of greater concern that by the publiſhing our 
grounds for their ſatisfaction, many in diſtreſs about the Oxford Act, 
may be relieved, and a Way opened for many of the like ſubſtantial 
Citizens, of known Piety, Loyalty, and Ability, to be brought into 


Corporations, throughout the Nation, to the great ſervice of the 
King and Kingdom. | 


ERRAT A. *% 
Page, 9. line, 20, read, Spure it, P. 24. 1, 9, for exprifſed rf peed. 
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OR, THE 


:1| Third YearsPaper 
Aj} In Regard ro the A for Corporations. 
Beitigpetre=© A SE alſo of the 


- Diſſenting Miniſters, 
In Regard to the Act of Oxford. 


In a Second and Third Sheet, together with 
{. | -*- the Firſt Reviſed, Strengththene1, and Reprinted-. 
[| Upon more than ordinary preſling Cauſe, re- 
U.j  ſpeCting- both the Preſervation of ſuch Minſters, and 
"þ-] - their People. and the Univerſal Safety ofthe Nation. 
ST} 1 hou ſeeſt Brother, how many { houſanas of ſews there are which 

- .| | © believe, and they are gll Zgalous of the. Law, And they are 
informed of thee, that thou _— all the Jews which are 
among the Gentiles, to forſake Moles. Do therefore this that 
we ſay unto thze, that all may know that thoſe things where. 
of they are inform'd concerning thee, are nothing ; but that 
thou thy ſelf alſn walkeſt Ordrly, and keepeſt. the Lav. 
| LONDON, Printed (for Thomas Parkbur#t, at the Bible. and Thrc® 

| Crowns in Cheapſide, near Mercers-Chappel, 16 $2. "of 
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per does ſuppoſe ſuch an Elettion: and it is the great 


tion? in the literal ”u Cioradhg, af 


Who Shall be 


>HOSEN. 
Sheriffs of London; 
For the YEAR 1682.- 


Hether a Cup: Wine drunk by the Lord 
| / Mayor, or the Votes of a Common-Hall, 
according to the Charter, ſhall have the Preheminence 
to make a Sheriff of this City, it is but a few Weeks 
or Days (it is like) will le into” Tryal. This" *Pa- 


difficulty onely, as to the holding Sheriffs in. point. of 
C if Fe when Elefed, that is here concerneil'W 
Dedicate theſe Sheets therefore beforehand; to 
who ſhall be ſollicited to be C Candidates, for 
Premeditation, and after to the Choſen. e — af , 
fons from the beginning: for Printing tl th « Caſe, are 

as follows. "24 AS 


1.'To lhe the'C Oath; and "Supſeribs ths J 


. 


AC 3 - : 


- 
Cn ons Ae peta. + 


— 


judgment, unlawful, and conſequently, unleſs oy - 


ſome means or other the ſenſe be made publick in which 
a man does the them, (and that-ſenſe alſs be juſtifia+ 
ble) he muſt forbear. Sa. 
2. The Declaration is againſt the Conſciences of 
the Nonconformiſts in general, inſomuch as ſome 
Men who took the Oath, cannot ſubſeribs the Decla- 
ration ; and for any Conſciencious Men therefore to 
do it now,and not declare their Reaſons of SatisfaSic 
on, were to Sin againſt the Brethren if they 09nd 
them, or to diſclaim them. F- -  » Sun 
3. By doing this, a Man ſhall give occaſion to 0- 
thers to follow his Example, and if he preſent them 
not in-h1s Grounds-or Reaſons, thoſe that follow ſhall 
ao it without the ſame Reaſons, and through his 
knowledge ſhall /uch periſh. But when ye fin 
io againi{t the Brethren, and wound their. 
weak Conſciences, ye ſin againſt Chriſt, | _ 
VY The Epiſcopal Party are generally apt to think 
tþe Nonconformiſts to be Hypocrites and Knaves, 
and ſay, Theſe Men refuſe theſe Injundtions out of 
humour, or for their profit,. but they will ſwallow 
them as well as we for gremem-of? i Advantage. 
If any conſiderate Men therefore ſhall Swear and . 


eclare, and not give us ſume rational Account of 
what they do, (or ſome others for them) they must not 
only wrong themſelves, but the whole Generation 0 
Juch Men, and cauſe the Name of God (in regard. 
to them) to be Blaſphemed. | The 


(1) 
"The Firſt Sheet, 


Being The 


SHERIFES 
GC ASE. 


V hether, and How they may 
Lawfully Qualifie Themſelves jor their 


Holding. the Office, Poe to the At 
for Corporations. 


N this A& there are Two things im coed, An 0ath, and 

A Renunciation of the Covenant. And we my 

down this * Rule at firſt, That all Impoſitions of ot 

Superiours, muſt be taken in the Senſe and Meaning o 
thoſe that Impoſe them : There need be no Scruple AE 6 
Submiſſion to any thing enjoyned. The bottom is This. : The 
Law is the Will of the Lawgiver; and it is the Lawgriver”s 
—— W hich! is his Will, howſoever the Words of the: Law 


is expreſſqd. Row 3:31 
* To this Rule, there is a double Extreme: The One is of thoſe who » think; 2 
Manmuft take every In rion in theftri& litteral ConftruQion, and-cah Cabait 


to it no otherwiſe, T*'/ 4: , is of ſuch who ſuppoſe, that if a Man can frameany 
Interpretation of h' rt | ot is bot reaſonable, he may take the Words in 
that Senſe, and be (>: £11", '- fr of theſe i+ ſo ri; id, that there is* nothing 


can be jmpoſed, but + {5:1 {2:1 at it; ou the laſt ſo looſe, —— 


Favorable to bis Scruples, and yield it by ſabmiſfion, Ex 


(2) | 


be impoſed, but we ſhall ſwallow it. The true Medium is this, We muft fit down, 
and conſider what we believe to be the Meaning-of the Lawgiver ; and if we'ican 
fubmit to an Impoſttion, in that Senſe or Meaning which we believe theirs, we muſt 
doit; but ifwe believe their Senſe tg be ſuck, as we cannot take it in that Senſe, we 
maſt forbear it, and ſuffer. Pray.ſee more about this Rule, in a Book eatituled, 4 
Peaceable Reſolution of Conſcience, touching our Preſent Impoſu ions, Pag. 121. to 126, 


Not that when we diſtinguiſh the Words and the Meazing, 


we do divide them. An Impoſition muſt be taken in the we- 


ry Words, aid the Senſe of the Words, but the Sexſe of the 
Words muſt be the Meaning of the Lawgiver: Although there 
are Words ſometimes alſo to be alurs 1567 when it 13 appa- 
rent either from the Subje&t-matter, or from other A#s 
where that Meaning is fully, or fuller declared. The Law 
it ſelf now (we know). hath ho Meaning or Intention, but 
the. Lawgiver, or They that make it. The Parliamezthere is 
the Lawgiver, and this Oath then muſt be raken, and Renun- 
ciation made in the Senſe and Meaning of the Major Part of - 


- 


the Parliament which paſſed the A. | | 

Here we muſt alſo premiſe thus much, That it is not |for 
any Sheriff, Alderman, or any other Perſon upon whom this 
Oathis impoſed, (for-we muſt begin with That)to put a Mean- 
ing of his Owz upon it, which is to be taken only in T herrs that 
paſſed the 4# ; but to.confider verily, what he belieyes to be 
that Meaning,which iSindeed the Lawgivers. Not todetermine 
neither and lay, Thi i the Meaning ; but to beable toſay, I 
* Believe this to be their meaning, which is neceſſary to ever 
one that takes it, to determine for himſelf, that he may a& 
in Faith in what he does. © | | 


T * T, bereis a Court then is ſet up for every one in þjs own Breaſt, Let him go to his Conſcience, 


and ak, What thinks be really, as in the Preſence 4 þ God, if be could ask the Impoſers of 
theſe things ; whether it js their Will, that be ſhow be of __ mind, in theſe Partuulars 
that croſs bus Aſſent, or leave his Station ? If bis Conſciencatells him, it js verily perſwaded, 
that it was their Intention in the Injunction, be js to Honou! God in þjs patient Suffering|their 
Pleaſure. Bit if he js perſwaded in his Soul, that this is utierly againſt their Wills Cond pa), 


and that the things be ſtruples ar, or a« he ſcruples them, . never came int? their Minds unleſs to 

admit ther, onely they paſted them in the groſs, never intending that they ſhould put a Barr in 

Conſcience to any, and if he could ask them, be telieves- they would certainly allow bim. in 

them: Here be is (1 ſuppoſe) to put jach a Senſe or Meaning then upon the Injunction, as may be 
Libro Przditt, P. 125+ | 

We 


(3) "1 | 
-We muſt add, 'That when we fay the Parliament is the 
Lawgiver, we underſtand by the Parliament, the Kg, Lords 
and Commons ; and conſequently, that the Senſe of ths Taw, 
(and ſo of this Oath) muſt be always that Senſe, wherein the 
Houſe of Lords did concur with the Houſe of Commons, and 
the Kg with Both. If there be any Senſe therefore of an 
Impoſition, which may be ſuppoſed to be the Meaning of the 
King, and not of the Hoyſes ; or of One of the Foyfes, and not 
the Orher ; or a leſſer part of either Houſes, and not the major 
zy of both; that Senſe muſt be ſtill lookt on as too narrow, 
and ought not to ſcruple the Conſcience : the true Senſe ob- 
liging the Sbje#, being the concurrent Senſe of the Kzng, 
Lords and Commons, who as aſſembled joyntly to'this end of 
Legiſlation, not Oze without the Ocher, but all Three toge- 
ther as One Corporation (and not otherwiſe) are the Lawgzver. 
Neither is this ſenſe to be colleQted, from the firſt floatin 
Apprehenſions of any one, that moves a matter in the Houſf 
but from the digeſted 'Thoughts of b0zh Houſes, after a ma- 
ture Debate, and the thing hath thrice paſſed in them borh; 
ſo that no Senſe of any Impoſition, but that which'is agreable 
toReaſon, and more eſpecially to the Fundamental Laws of 
the Conſtitution, muſt be received as the * Meaning of a Par- 
liament ; the Reaſon being, becauſe the nature of the Conſts. 
ration is ſuch, as it cannot be infringed-by an At or Law for 
the Adminiſiration. uy  ©/ (6 00, 


* When the Scripture is ſaid not to be of private Interpretation, the Meaning 
is, that we muſt not put any Senſe of Man, upon it, let it be never ſo reaſonable ; 
but we muſt ſtill take the Senſe of the Hely-Ghoft,that inſpired it;] and if you ask, 
What is, or How ſhall we know what is the meaning of that Divine Author ? The 
way is to compare one Text with another, and all with the Analogy of Faith, and 
Qcconomy ef the Goſpel. We muſt fay the ſame of Laws. The Law is not of Pr7i- 
vate Interpretation, but the Meaning of the Lawgiver : and if you ask, how we ſhall 
know their meaning, we ſay likewiſe. by this (as one way), the camparing one 
Act” with other Acts, and all of them, by their Univerſal Conſent with the Fun- 
damental Conftitution. See Ibid. 125. . | 


(4) 
This is a Note to be laid in here, that by and by will be 
needful : And thus much therefore farther, and no leſs being 
premiſed, we proceed. Sg 


liament meant the raiſingan Army, or War; and bythe Xzze, 
the Kzn»g's own Sacred Perſoz, as there-is nothing elle | in- 
deed can be meant : AnJ1 we can ſee no * ObjeCftion, which 
may not be an{wer'd from this Little, in the Firft Clauſe of 
the Oath. IT A. B. do ſwear, That I hold (Theſe words, I 
hold, T believe, or the like, muſt doubtleſly be underſtood) 
it is unlawful to Take up Arms againſt the Kjng, (His Authori- 
ty,or Rightful Government) pox any Pretence whatſoever: 


By taking Arms, Letus ſuppoſe the Sheriffs believe the Pax- | 


X* The only Objeftions here which are of weight, may be reduced to two! Ca- 
ſes. One is the Caſe of Private violence, as ſuppoſe a Prince ſhould go to Raviſh 
Virgin, and ſhe catches up the next Weapon or Inſtrument to defend her ſelf. 11 


this Caſe, or the like, we anſwer, this Defence is not to be accounted tp4ing ' 


Arms inthe ſenſe of this At. The other is a Caſe of Publick vislence.; as ſuppcic 4 
Prince ſhould go about to alienate his Kingdom, or ruine his Country, or the like, 
We anſwer, we are not forall that to return violence upon his Perſon ; and as 


for his Officers, Followers, or Armies, the Solution muft be attended in the next . 


Clayſe of the Oath. 


If David's Heart ſmote him for cutting off but Sau/"s Skirt, 
when he was aCtually in Arms to defend hemlielfagainſt Sau/s 
Forces, only becauſe he was the Lord's Anointed : It is not in 
this firſt Clauſe [any one may conjetture) but in the enſuing, 
where the chief Scruples againſt the Oath are to be ra_ 


In the Second Clauſe, By thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, let 
ns ſuppoſe they believe the Par/iament meant, & could mean, 
no other than ſuch as have a due Authority from Him, | and 
exerciſe it only according to Law: And fo long as the Kzng's 
Authority, and ſuch Commiſſions are one, (or the ſame,) we 
can ſee no more difficulty remaining in the Second Clauſe, 
than in the former : And I do abhor (that is,d:;ſown or diſclaim) 
that 1 rayterons Poſition, of taking Arms by his Authority 4g4inf 

3 vhs 


(5). " 

His Perſon, or againſt any Commiſſionated by Him, in the pur- 
Juit of ſuch Commiſſions ; That is, Legally Commiſſionated by 
Him, in the Lega/ purſuit of fuch Commiſſions... | 

It is not to be imagined, that the Par/iament, when they 
paſſed this 4, (that is, the Major part of them) ſhould de- 
ſign the ſetting up an Arbitrary Government in the Nation : 
But if the meaning of thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, be other- 
wiſe than thus, they mult deſign it. An Arbitrary Power, - 
as ſoon as they paſled this Clauſe in any A&, muſt be ac- 
counted to Commerce, or be declared to be alwayes the Right 
of the Kzzg. A thing moſt abſurd to be believed, and in 
the contrary Belief whereof, the. moſt ſcrupulous Man (we 
thank God) may reſolvedly take this Oath. 


In the Third Clauſe, wediſtinguiſhan Endeavoar to change 
or reform any thing in Church or State, which we think 
conducive to the good of the Nation in a Parliamentary way 
only, as is allowed by the Fundamental Law and Courſe of. 
the Realm, trom an Erdeavonr in any other way that is not: 
warranted by the ſame: to wit, ina ſecitious way, or in: 
ſuch manner 4s they did iz the late Times, when they endea-. 
voured the Extirpation of Prelacy by force againſt, and with- 
out the Kyzng's Conſent in Parliament, (which may be be- 
lieved to be the aſſured Senſe of the Majority inthe Houſes, 
when they paſſed this 4) and ſolong as to do ſo * xow, may 
be acknowledged (as afluredly) to beunlawtul; and: what. 
ought to be diſclaimed, the offence muſt be over in the laſt 
part:of the Oath allo : And that Iwill not endeavonr any Alter-- 
ation of Goverment either in.Churchor State; to wit, in any 
manner not warranted by the Conſtitution ofthe Land, or: 
any otherwiſe, than by ACt of Parliamenr.. 


X* It may be ſaid, the Parliament” raiſed Armes, before they declared Endea-- 

| to Extirpate: Prelacy, and condemn 'the whole Parliament War, when they: 

would have us declare it unlawful t> do that Now, 'which they did Ther (or, as of late- 
hath been Practiſed, to.uſe the Words of the Militia AQs) : But let this be granted, 
it follows, Then muſt their Meaning here indeed be, that we are not to- endea- 

| | CY 1 '/ your: 


A Can ns 


A (6) 


vour an Alteration of Governnient in the Way they did then (which, being out of 


doubt of, the Sheriffs can Swear); but nothing more, weare ſure, Is - condemned 
in This Clauſe of the Oath, whatſoever elle be intended in the former Clauſes of it, 
and the Militia Acts, in.regard to the Beginning of the War, as well as the Pro-. 
greſs of it * And as for that point, Whether in the peculiar Caſe of thoſe, times, 
tiere was any thing might ve lawful, or any way juſtifiable to be done Then (when 
the Kingand Hawes (the One Corporation) were divided, and he had paſſed an 
Act not-to Diflolve them without their Conſent, which is a Caſe never like to- 
happen any more, and ſo no danger to put it) which Now is certainly ualawfal, is. 
a Queſtion we have nothing tudo with, and interpoſe nothing to offend any, 


The Prearable of the Oxford 4, (where the ſame Oath 
is Impoſed on the Noxconformiſt Miniſters) declaring it to 
be made, for the. preventing the Opportunity of -their| in- 
{tilling into Folks the Principles of Schiſzz ang Rebellion, may 
give ſme Crec'1t to this Expoſition : But it 1s this one clear 
Reaſon or Argument - we reſt upon, for our Confirmation 
in it. The great Thing intended by this Oath, is the Pre- 
ſervation of the- Government, in the Fundamental Conſtitu- 
tion, againſt all Alteration. But the Conſtitution of our Go- 
verament being ſuch in the Fourdation,that whatever is need- 
ful or convenient to be altered,it may be propoſed to that end 
in Parliament : to take away that Liberty which is univerſal- 
ly radicated in the whole Nation 1n order thereunto, were a 
picce of the greateſt Alteration that could be, and conſe- 
quently never to be underitood, as intended by the Lawgiver, 


— — 


«a 


. As for the Solemn League and Covenant (the Renunciation 
whereof, is the Second thing here impoſed) it is an Oarh fo 
long ſiace in Being, that, *tis two to one but Both the Sheriffs 
that ſhall be Choſen, (as well as thoſe of late before them) 
never took ; ſo that they may ſafely ſay, there lies no Obli- 
gation upon them at all from it ; And as for others that did, 
we humbly conceive, that being taken, 1n it's Complex Conſs- 
deration, asit was preſſed and uſed at that time, for. the en- 
gavement of the People to the Extirpationof the Bifhops, and 
Change of Church-Government without the King, gajat 

| ._ _* m_— 


(7) 


His Conſent and Publick. Declarations, -and'by Force; it, 


mult needs be Vzlawful,and could not bind any body todos: 
- and conſequently we truſt, that ſuch Gentlemen ſhall not of- 


fend God, or any ou Men, if they farther fubſcribe this - - 


Declaration, which is alſo required : T7. 4. B. do declare, That 
T hold there lies no Obligation on me, or on any other Perſog, 
from the Oath commonly called,. The Solemn Leagiu: and Co- 
venant, to endeavour any Chanye or Alteration of Government 


either in Church or State ;” Aud that the ſame was in it ſelf an 


unlawful Oath, aud impoſed on the Subjeits of this Realm, 4- 
gain#t the known Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom. 

. .. Weconfeſs here, that theſe Words, [zo endeavour any Al- 
reration of Government in Church or State] were put'in by the 
Author, unwittingly thinking them to be 1n' this 4, be- 
cauſe they are in others, and it paſled two Impreſſions, with- 
out any Knowledge of ours, that it was otherwiſe: But now 


do we:let them ſtand, Ter ack becauſe it appears, they 


are to be * underſtood, both from other AcFs, The Uniformity 


A#, The Veſtry 4&, The Oxford A#, which have the ſame 
Declaration - with theſe words in it (wherein we are yet 


more confirnt'd by that Act, where it is made a|\Premmunire 
to ſay, There lies an Obligation upon any from this Oath, 
the Obligation being exprelled, todo thus) : As alſo, from the - 


Nature of the T hing ; tor fo long as the Meaning of the Law- 


giveris the Rule we' go by, let us but ſuppoſe wecould go to. 
the ſame Parliament, Man by Man, & ask them, Was.it your: 


Meaning by this Declaration, that any.Man, who.took that Co- 


* venant, ſhould profeſs, that he is not bound to reform hisLife, 
to repent of his Sins, to eſchew Profaneneſs, Popery, & Schiſm, 
or the like things they then covenanted to do, becauſe-that- 
Oath in ſome reſpe&t otherwiſe was unlawful'; the. Genera- - 
lity, without Queſtion, wouid Anſwer. No, by no means; . 
but'our meaning was onely, that there lies no Obligation on : 


any from that Covenant, to endeavour to Extirpate Prelacy, 
as it was there, or any Alteration of Government, as it.1s+ eX-: 


preſſed 


preſſed by us in. other As. This being ſuppoſed then the 
undoubted. Meaning, we go on. a 


*The Meaning of a Law(or of the Law-giver)may be gathered from the Pream- 
bleof ſome Acts; the common underftanding of the many ; the ſpecial Jndgment 
of the Wiſe ; the Diſcourſing with ſome of thoſe that made the Law; which ſee- 

» ing it cannot be with all, or the greateft part, that which ſeems moſt ſatisfatory 
is, when the ſame Perſons (or Parliament) do ſignifie their Mind -by their own 
Words in ſome other Act or Acts : And this being the Caſe here, we ſee not but 
ſome men may be as verily perſwaded; that theſe Words are to be ſupplied; or that 
this was the Parliaments Meariing, as if the Generality could be asked, and they 

| had told them, This it was. However, let the Medium be what it will, whereby 
a Man comes to the Reſolution of his Belief about the Impoſers Meaning in this 
or any the like Impoſition, when he is once brought to a ſettled Perſwalton and » 
ConvifCtion, that This or That, and no Other was their Meaning, if he can ſub. 
mit to the Words in the full Latitude of that Meaning, as he is fully perſwaded in 
his Conſcience, is all they intended in ſuch or ſuchan Injunion; then is he free 
to his ewn Determination. See Peac, Reſe before quoted, Þ. 114. ; | 


By ſome of the laſt words of the Declaration it appears, ; 
that this Oath was framed for the Subjefs of the Realm, (we | 
fay,that this Oath (z.e.the Covenant) was,in the meaning of the | 
Impoſersof this Declaration,che SubjetFs Oath,and conſequent- 
ly by the words,or any other Perſon, they muſt mean, or azy o 
ther Subjett :) which appears alſo maniteſtly in the preamble of 
it; We Noblemen, Baroxs, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Bur- 
geſſes, Miniſters of the Goſpell, and Commons of all ſorts, be- 
zng under the Kjng. There is one partof it moreover expreſs 
for the preſervation of the King ; we do ſuppoſe therefore, 
that though an Oarh to the ſame main effeft, or one like it, 
was impoſed on this Rzngby the Scots, that Oath muſt be con- 
ceived another than this, and not the very ſame, being not ſo 

 1nevery point, but an Oath indeed (as they call*d it) zo confirm 
the Covenant, when He ofter'd this very Exception againſt ta- 
king the Covenant it ſelf, becauſe it was an Oath for the Sub- | 
jefs only. | 


And that zbat Oath the Xlng took, was indeed Another, or One-purpoſely framed 
for Him, any that will, may ſee in the Form of bjs Coronation, in Dogpglas Sermon. I 
CHARLES, Xing, do afture and declare by my Solemn Oath, my Allowance of the So- 
lemn League, and engage my ſelf to Proſecute the ends thereof, with other words ſet down 
there, Þ. 19. _- And 


* 


| _— --: | « 
©” And this being'enongh to fave'the Conſcience:in-onaghief 
-Scruple, (and chiefeſt one,) we-will:gather upcagain a 
faid before infto'one Argument (which we fix upon) for a ful 
ler fatisfation 1n regard toall others. * To own: the Kjng and 
his Authority in thefame 0ath,and'yetto ſwear td changethe . 
Govertnentw:/#hour Fiis Will, and againſt it, is(we think) 12 
s ſelf anlawful. Such-an Oath was the Covenant ; 'and uz 
unlawful, it muſt b@unobligatory. ©; ; 213 We 
And what indeed ſhall- now hinder theſe Sheri to ſub- 
ſcribe, That thefe'lies no obligation upon them, oriothers,- 
from the Covenant, totndeavour diy Alteration of Goverment, 
in that ſenſe'*5'they ſwear before, that they millnor endeavour 
_ #4y,in the'thirdſclauſe of the Oath receding? For {o-long as 
the meaning of the Lawgiver, is no other than That which is 
made to'appear there, upon the account given; and the Ex- 


deavon? whicly is here, and which is there, is'the {ame out "Bl 
of doubt! i we'do-not ſee but the Reaſon whiclydoes fatisfie a> 


ny "Man upon the Point.about taking the Orb; muſt bei; . \ jd 
cient for the Declaration alſo. In ſhort, T here lyes no oblige. Pp 

tion” upon any from this Oath, to do as they ſware t ;\It is init 
lf unlenfull #6 do ſ9-; and the Impoſition of it was * illegal... + 
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-, *.It muſt.be confeſſed, that the valyatary Omiſhon.of theſe words that are to | 
be underſtood in this Declaration, and the Ueſigned- Oppoſition tothe whole Pro. 
ceeding of the Parliament -in thoſe times, without diſtinguiſhing Right.from Wrovg, - 
in the Oath, and the high Strain of the Militia Acts, which ſgems to diſpoſle the 
Subje@ of all Defetice, againſt" any Commilſhon of the King, be 'it what-it" pleaſe, 
are enough to make any ſearching Man indeed believe, that the'Meaning of the 
Contrivers, Hatchers,  and+ Compilers of ſuch 1mpoſitions, who for promoting their _ 
own Intereſt could find in their hearts to be Villains, to; the»Common-wealth, 
and thPSouls of Men,” was more than thus: But we Anſwer, iBy: diſtinguiſhing 
onely, Theſe are net the Lawgiver. The Lawgrver is the Generality-of | Beth Houſes. 
with the King, who are never. to be ſuppoſed Underminers of our Rights, or.-to 
have any evil Meaning, but to convene for Conſultation about the Common 
Good; and whatſoeyer Laws do paſs, they are tobe bel:eved to cargy in. them 
the Reaſpn of Publick Benefit, or ee they are -no Laws. -Quod non 'habet raticnem 
publici conindi non yaeſt pragiphtege: bumtung,, Tay. gþe Schools ; and-it-is a;Rule lajg, 
dawn ty. atisfyall.by the Lord,Cokg.,. Quando Lex. generaliter {equiter Teftringenda ta-. 
men eſt-ut ce ms 3mm & pſa ceſſet';" Cum thimh'fatio fit enima' Yigorg; ipſins. lepry, 3h 


. eiletww Legiſlator id ſenſiſſe ratione careat,' etiamſi generalitss prima facie aliter fofit. 
Jſaadere, Inftitut, Par. 4. C. 74. | Ry” ___ 
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Inthe' Sacred Story coficerning Rehab and the Spres,. it ap. 
pears that no: body cart be engaged any farther by an/0acb, 
then what ke-agrees of conſents to in the taking it. | Where 
he declares before-hand he will not be bound, he is free, We 
cannot tell how much /arger,, or how much 2arrower a Com- 
paſs others may draw to themſelves from that I»faxce,' than 
Wwe : But we will come to this Concluſion. We have laid 
down the R-/e we are to walk by in theſe Impoſitions, and 
applied it to this Oath and Swbſcription. If any Man is per- 
fwaded in his Conſcience, that the Meaning of the Lawgiver 
was no more than thus, he may ſubmit to them Both, and 
make no ſtand : But tf he believes their Meaning was, other- 
wife (or doubts that it was more than thus,) he cannot Swear 
or Subſcribe, but with Limitations ; and he mult declare thoſe 
Limitations, or Forbear. But if he ſhall Sweer or Subſcribe (ſu 
poſing him ae that donbts) wth making a Declaration for himelf 
(ifthis Paper will not ſervefor 4/7) when he Takes the Oath, 
and Subſcribes the Rezunciation enjoyn'd,' that he does it 2x 
this Meaning, which we have all along expreſſed, ſuppoſing tt 
true, and mith theſe Explanatory Limitations to the meaning, 
if in any thing indeed it be otheripiſe, and 10 give (or throw).io 
this Paper to the Perſons before whom he is to do it ; we are 
perſwaded, that his Conſcience may receive SarisfaQion there- 
by in hiscomplyance with the * Law:iintheſe Impoſitions. 

& Inn Mr. Bzzter's Funeral Sermon upon that holy Citizen Mr. 4fhwft, we take 
notice of this paſſage. Some may think that be wanted a Pablick Spirit, beeauſe he avoided 
being «a Magiſtrate, and payed bis Fine rather than take an Atdermans Place; but it was ons 
ly to keep the Peace of his Comſcience—Yet I never beard him ſpeak unchiritably of thoſe Wor- 
thy Men mho do what be refuſed, ſuppoſmg that they, in words or writing, declared as open- 


ly as they ſware and took the Decluration, that thiy took:3t but in fach or ſuch a lawful ſenſe; 
though be could not do ſo himfelf. . 3 7: | 4 6 


Whether they receive. the hs and admit of your ſenſt 


or not, it i5-no matter; for they have-no Power abautiit, and 

the thing will be alike Known; Andrhus have' we'lent our 

hands to get the Concern'd over thele blocks, and. yet 10, as 

to deliver alſo our Souls, CEO OY 
_ The 


